
GUIDELINES 

Thesis and final exam  
In order to complete the ECGS course and be entitled with a M.sc degree, you need to write a 

thesis and discuss it during your final exam.  

How much time does it require?  

In order to carry out a research project and write the thesis you will require at least 4 months. 

However, the exact duration depends on the type of project and on your speed. A thesis project 

should begin when you complete all mandatory exams. However, you can search for a thesis 

project, a tutor and/or an external company already at the beginning of your second year. 

How and when can I graduate?  

At Università degli Studi di Milano we have 4 final exams distributed over 3 sessions:  

• From May to July (first session – sessione estiva – summer session) 

• From September to December (second session – sessione autunnale – fall session)  

• From February to April (third session – sessione invernale – winter session)  

The exact timing of each session and the procedure required in order to apply for graduation 

are described on the University’s website at this page: https://www.unimi.it/en/study/bachelor-

and-master-study/graduation 

Check for session and graduation dates on: ECGS website > Study > Graduation 

(https://ecgs.cdl.unimi.it/en/study/graduating).  

How do I find a tutor?  

The tutor is a professor (usually of your course) that supervises you during your research project. 

Before finding a tutor, you should ask yourself what kind of research subject you are interested. 

Then you should contact the professor who covered the related topics during her/his lectures, or 

who might be interested about. You can have more than one tutor.  

How do I find a research subject?  

Research subjects are generally provided by the tutor or agreed together while discussing the 

various options.  

FAQs 

(i) What if I have a research subject, but I didn’t find a tutor? You were so lucky that you found a 

perfect thesis topic but you don’t have a tutor? Start asking around! Ask your classmates and all 

professors if they know someone who is interested and can be your tutor. Keep in mind that if 

you decide to attend an external internship (in a company/firm of choice) you will need both a 

company tutor (generally assigned by the Company) and a university tutor.  
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(ii) What if I want to do the thesis abroad? You can do your thesis abroad, but you have to apply 

for Erasmus + or some other outgoing mobility program. You can find more information on the 

University website. In the “International” section of the site you can find all the information for 

your study abroad (https://www.unimi.it/en/node/2108/) For further information, you are invited 

to contact the International Relations Office or the ECGS tutor for international mobility. 

How can I start my thesis?  

Once the topic of the thesis is agreed with the tutor, you must electronically fill the application 

form for the degree thesis. The thesis formally starts when the tutor approves the application 

and you receive the notification of approval.  

Final Exam  

The final exam includes the preparation of a presentation and the discussion of your results in 

front of a Commission composed by professors.  

 

Thesis submission  

To be admitted to the final exam, students must do the following: 

 

- upload a digital copy of the thesis in PDF/A format by accessing Home - Study - Bachelor 

and master study - Graduation - Submitting your thesis or final paper - Upload of the thesis. . 

You cannot apply for graduation without uploading the thesis within the deadline. 

- Create a PDF/A file of your thesis starting from a Word or LibreOffice document (follow 

instructions on the video tutorial). 

- Delivering the PDF/A copy of the thesis following the specific instructions specified for each 

session 

 

Important: when you complete your final exam – despite your grade – the 21 ECTS necessary to 

complete the M.sc degree are recognized (for more information, go to Course Outline and 

Study Plan). 

Thesis style  

The thesis should not exceed 80 pages, excluding appendix and references.  

 

Note that every chapter has to begin on odd pages.  

The thesis has to be printed in A4 format.  

References style: APA or Elsevier (with titles).  

To better handle references, check out the Zotero (free) software: https://www.zotero.org/  
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Hard copies  

When you graduate, you have to provide one (1) hard copy of the thesis for the Commission and one (1) 

for each tutor.  

After the final exam, the Commission’s copy shall be given back to you.  

You are free to print the thesis where you prefer, and there are at least three Copy Centers around Via 

Celoria. If you rely on a Copy Center next to the University, you will be assisted in every step required 

(they process most thesis and are accustomed to foreign students).  

How/when will I receive the official diploma?  

The official diploma will be sent by the University directly to your place of residence (the one listed 

under your personal information on your Unimia Homepage). Note that there are many graduates, and 

this delivery might take more than three months.  

If you need to provide a diploma certificate, you can print a self-certification (autocertificazione) from 

your Unimia Homepage or ask for an official certificate. More info at this page: 

https://www.unimi.it/en/study/student-services/welcome-desk-informastudenti/certificates-and-self-

certification  
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